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1974-75  School  Calendar 


AUGUST 

26  Monday    Faculty  In-Service 

Training 

30  Friday  Last  day  of  In-Service 

Training 

SEPTEMBER 

3  Tuesday  Teachers  Report  in 

(Travel  Day) 

4  Wednesday    Classes  Begin 

OCTOBER 

23  Wednesday  Students  Travel 

Home  (Long  Weekend) 

24  Thursday  . .        Teachers'  Convention 

25  Friday    Teachers'  Convention 

28  Monday  Children  Travel  Back 

29  Tuesday    Classes  Resume 

NOVEMBER 

8  Friday    End  of  First  Quarter 

15  Friday    Report  Cards  Out  to 

Parents 

27  Wednesday  Children  Travel 

Home  for  Thanksgiving 

DECEMBER 

1  Sunday  Children  Travel  Back 

2  Monday    Classes  Resume 

19  Thursday  Christmas  Dress 

Rehearsal  (7:30  P.M.) 

20  Friday    Christmas  Program 

(7:30  P.M.) 

21  Saturday    Christmas  Vacation 

Begins 


Boy  Scouts  meet  every  Wednesday,  7:30 
p.m.,  except  on  the  night  of  PTHA  meeting. 

Cub  Scouts  meet  by  respective  group  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  nights, 
6:30.  
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JANUARY 

5  Sunday  Children  Travel  Back 

6  Monday  Classes  Resume 

24  Friday  End  of  First  Semester 

31  Friday  Report  Cards  Out  to 

Parents 

FEBRUARY 

13  Thursday  Children  Travel 

Home  (Long  Weekend) 

14  Friday    Teacher  Visitation  Day 

17  Monday   Children  Travel  Back 

18  Tuesday  Classes  Resume 

MARCH 

27  Thursday    Children  Travel 

Home  for  Easter 

APRIL 

1  Tuesday    Children  Travel  Back 

1  Tuesday   Classes  Resume 

4  Friday  End  of  Third  Quarter 

11  Friday    Report  Cards  Out  to 

Parents 

MAY 

26  Monday    Play  Day 

JUNE 

6  Friday    Last  Day  of  School 

6  Friday    Awards  Assembly, 

1:30  P.M. 

6  Friday  Students  Travel  Home 

6  Friday  Teachers  Check  Out 

7  Saturday  Teachers  Check  Out 

Girl  Scouts  meet  every  Tuesday,  7  p.m. 
Brownies  meet  every  Thursday  at  4:00  p.m. 
Junior  N.A.D.  meets  every  third  Thursday. 


Floyd  J.  McDowell,  Editor 
Robert  J,  Deming,  Assistant  Editor 
Florence  McCollom,  Proofreader 

Published  during  School  Year  by  Printing  Shop.  Address  all  communica- 
tions to  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  3911  Central 
Ave.,  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  59401.  The  subscription  is  presently  $1.00  per 
year.  Entered  at  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  Post  Office  on  Permit  No.  150  and 
postage  paid. 

All  photography  is  by  R.  Mullins  unless  specified  otherwise. 


ENJOYING  THE  PROGRAM-The  children  were 
presenting  Ada  Somppi  a  program  of  songs, 
short  farewell  speeches.  Left  to  right  are  A^s. 
Perry  Seaton,  Mrs.  James  Dougherty  and  Ada 
Somppi.  Mrs.  Seaton  and  Mrs.  Dougherty  are 
Ada's  sisters. 


THANK  YOU,  FOLKS-Lois  Shanahon,  center, 
had  finished  thanking  the  assemby  for  her  gift 
at  Awards  Day  program.  Madalaine  Gemar, 
just  behind  Lois,  made  the  speech  and  pre- 
sentation. 


A  teacher  and  a  housemother  who  have 
served  at  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf 
and  the  Blind  collectively  for  22  years  v^ere 
honored  by  the  faculty  at  a  recent  party  on 
their  retirement  at  the  end  of  school  term. 

Mrs.  Ada  Somppi,  2416  5th  Ave.  N.,  a  Great 
Falls  High  School  graduate,  had  been  a 
teacher  of  intermediate  deaf  students  since 
1962.  She  earned  a  two-year  teaching  certi- 
ficate from  Western  Montana  College  in  ele- 
mentary education  ani  later  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  from  the  College  of  Great 
Falls.  She  has  taken  additional  work  at 
Montana  State  University  and  at  Eastern 
Montana  College  and  taught  for  four  years  in 
rural  schools  in  Cascade  County.  She  taught 
in  the  Great  Falls  public  schools  from  1942 
to  1953  and  taught  a  private  kindergarten  for 
four  years  prior  to  joining  the  staff  of  the 
state  school. 

Mrs.  Lois  Shanahan,  3319  5th  Ave.  N.,  a 
South  Dakota  native,  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  deaf  and  the  blind  girls  ages  3-9  since 
August,  1964.  Except  for  off-duty  periods, 
she  has  lived  at  the  school  with  the  children. 
She  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in  home  eco- 
nomics and  was  a  teacher  in  Clark,  S.D., 
until  coming  to  Great  Falls. — Great  Falls 
Tribune. 
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Meet  Our  New  Teachers 


Sandra  McGennis 


Sandra  McGennis  was  born  in  Butte,  Mont., 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Ritchie.  She  gradu- 
ated from  Butte  High  and  worked  in  differ- 
ent jobs  for  a  year  and  a  half.  She  began  her 
studies  at  Carroll  College  in  Helena  and  ma- 
jored in  Elementary  Education.  While  at  Car- 
roll Sandy  was  involved  with  the  Work-Study 
program  as  a  teacher's  aide  at  the  C.  R.  An- 
derson School.  Sandy  graduated  from  Car- 
roll with  a  B.A.  in  Elementary  Education. 

Sandy  decided  to  continue  her  education 
in  an  area  of  special  education.  She  applied 
for  and  was  accepted  to  a  program  to  train 
teachers  of  the  deaf  at  St.  Mary's  School  for 
the  Deaf  and  Canisius  College  in  Buffalo, 
New  York.  After  completing  the  one-year 
Master's  program,  she  returned  to  Montana. 

Sandy  was  then  employed  as  a  kindergar- 
ten teacher  at  the  Idaho  School  for  the  Deaf 
and  the  Blind  in  Gooding.  Just  prior  to  the 
start  of  school  her  husband  and  Sandy  were 
married.  They  moved  to  Idaho.  Dave,  Sandy's 
husband,  is  also  from  Butte.  He  is  a  diesel 
mechanic  at  International  Harvester  in  Great 
Falls. 

Sandy  is  teaching  in  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment this  year.  She  thinks  the  school,  staff 
and  kids  are  fantastic  and  is  very  glad  to 
be  here  in  Great  Falls. 


Kay  M.  Walters 


Kay  Murphy  Walters  was  born  in  Butte, 
Mont.  She  attended  Carroll  College  in  Hel- 
ena and  received  her  B.A.  degree  there. 

Kay  lives  with  her  husband,  Ed,  and  they 
have  4  sons. 

Kay's  previous  teaching  experience  was 
in  Salt  Lake  City  and  Seattle,  teaching  math- 
ematics and  English  to  high  school  children. 
Presently  Kay  is  teaching  in  the  Primary 
Department. 


Richard  "Pete'  Gebo 
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Richard  "Pete"  Gebo  spent  12  years  in 
the  Air  Force  and  during  that  time  was  sta- 
tioned in  Great  Falls,  Tucson,  Arizona,  and 
Keflavik,  Iceland.  In  1965  he  was  medically 
discharged  due  to  deafness  and  after  a  short 
time  decided  to  obtain  a  college  education. 
He  started  his  college  education  in  Kalispell 
at  Flathead  Valley  Community  College,  moved 
to  Seattle  to  attend  Seattle  Community  Col- 
lege where  he  learned  the  art  of  sign  lang- 
uage. In  1971  he  and  his  family  again  moved 
so  he  could  attend  California  State  Univer- 
sity at  Northridge  and  take  advantage  of 
their  program  in  special  education,  where 
he  obtained  a  B.A.  in  psychology  and  a  M.A. 
in  Special  and  Rehabilitation  Education. 

Although  from  Massachusetts,  he  has  al- 
ways claimed  Montana  as  his  home  since 
stationed  here  in  1956,  and  when  retired  from 
the  Air  Force  he  returned  to  Great  Falls. 
After  receiving  his  education  he  obtained  a 
teaching  position  at  the  Montana  School  for 
the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  where  he  is  teach- 
ing mathematics,  science  and  social  studies 
and  is  also  involved  in  the  Boy  Scouts  at 
the  school. 

Pete  married  a  local  Great  Falls  girl  in 
1957.  They  have  four  children:  a  boy  and 
girl  attend  Great  Falls  High  School  and  two 
other  boys  are  students  at  East  Junior  High. 


Vivienne  Kimboll 


Mrs.  Vivienne  Kimball  is  a  part  of  our 
office  staff.  Vivienne  is  a  widow  with  a 
son,  a  senior  at  Great  Falls  High;  a  daughter, 
a  sophomore  at  Eastern  Montana  College, 
and  three  married  children.  They  recently 
moved  from  Chinook  where  she  owned  and 
operated  the  Chinook  Hotel. 


Gory  McManus 

Gary  McManus  was  born  in  Great  Falls 
and  attended  our  school  as  a  student  until 
he  was  in  the  seventh  grade.  Gary  then  was 
transferred  to  the  Great  Falls  school  system. 
Gary  was  class  president  of  the  1968  Senior 
Class  in  Great  Falls  High  School  upon  gradu- 
ation. 

Gary  first  went  to  East  Montana  College, 
majoring  in  theater,  later  in  Special  Educa- 
tion. He  completed  his  college  work  in  Spe- 
cial Education  at  the  University  of  Northern 
Colorado,  Greeley,  Colo. 


Gary  directs  the  Physical  Education  pro- 
gram at  our  school  and  has  evening  classes 
in  theatrical  drama. 


Pomelo  Holden 


Continued  on  Page  Four 
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Pam  is  a  new  teacher's  assistant,  working 
with  Miss  Miller.  She  helps  with  communica- 
tion classes  and  individual  speech  therapy. 

Pam  was  born  in  Grafton,  North  Dakota, 
and  after  one  year  moved  to  Havre,  where 
her  family  still  lives.  She  attended  college  at 
Montana  State  University  in  Bozeman,  ma- 
joring in  Speech  and  minoring  in  Family  Life 
Education.  She  was  a  student  aide  at  our 
school  last  spring  before  being  hired  to  work 
here  this  falL 


Joan  Hartman 


Joan  Hartman  was  born  and  raised  in  the 
northwestern  corner  of  Illinois. 

After  attending  Tennessee  Temple  Schools 
in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Joan  received  her  B.S. 
degree  in  Elementary  Education  with  a  minor 
in  Bible.  While  in  college,  Joan  met  several 
deaf  students  and  learned  the  sign  language 
while  developing  friendship  with  them.  She 
attended  the  church  for  the  deaf  of  70-90 
people  and  was  a  member  of  Silent  Signers, 
a  club  for  deaf  students  and  those  interested 
in  working  with  deaf  people,  for  three  years. 

An  annual  project  started  during  Joan's 
freshman  year  was  "D-Day,"  Deaf  Day.  Deaf 
students  from  other  states  and  Tennessee 
were  invited  to  come  and  see  what  Tennessee 
Temple  Schools  had  to  offer  college-bound 
young  deaf  persons. 


Diona  Foufh 


Diana  was  born  in  Great  Falls  and  gradu- 
ated from  Great  Falls  High  School.  Upon 
graduation  Diana  entered  College  of  Great 
Falls.  She  has  been  at  the  Montana  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  for  five  years  now. 

Currently  in  her  last  semester  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Great  Falls,  Diana  will  have  earned 
her  degree  in  elementary  education. 

Diana  is  now  a  teacher  assistant  in  the 
Primary-Intermediate  Departments. 


i 


George  Sfudencki 

George  was  born  in  Regensburg,  Germany, 
and  has  lived  in  Great  Falls  for  22  years. 
He  graduated  from  Great  Falls  Central  High 
and  received  his  degree  in  history  from  Gon- 
zaga  University. 

George  is  the  school's  braillist  and  helps 
in  the  Instructional  Media  Center. 


Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  Sept.-Oct.,  1974 


Page  Five 


Morcia  Miller 

Marcia  Miller  is  a  native  Montanan,  born 
in  Bozeman.  She  moved  to  Idaho  and  gradu- 
ated from  high  school  in  Rupert.  She  re- 
ceived her  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Speech 
Pathology  and  Audiology  from  Idaho  State 
University. 

Marcia  worked  for  the  Elks  as  a  speech 
therapist  for  one  year,  traveling  in  the  area 
of  Shelby,  Cut  Bank  and  Havre.  Last  year 
she  was  employed  at  our  school  as  our 
speech  teacher.  Marcia  feels  she  is  fortu- 
nate to  be  here. 


Alice  Guilberf 


Alice  was  born  deaf  in  Manitoba,  Canada, 
and  received  her  education  at  Saskatchewan 
School  for  the  Deaf  in  Saskatoon.  After  her 
graduation,  she  went  to  work  for  the  provin- 
cial government  in  Winnipeg,  Canada,  for 
four  years. 

Married  to  Derald,  a  native  of  North  Dak- 
ota, Alice  has  a  daughter,  Gisele,  11,  and  a 
son,  Galen,  8. 

This  is  Alice's  second  year  as  a  teaching 
assistant  and  she  is  now  assisting  in  the 
preschool  program. 


Our  Student  Teachers 


Mory  Elizobefh  Herens 


Quoting  Marybeth:  "Talk  about  myself, 
they  say!  What's  to  be  said?  I  am  first  an 
errant  Connecticut  Yankee.  As  an  under- 
graduate I  spent  four  years  at  a  small  col- 
lege outside  of  New  York  City.  Indicative  of 
the  job  crunch,  upon  graduation  with  a  de- 
gree in  English  I  started  work  as  a  frontline 
teller. 

"After  two  years  I  tired  of  playing  with 
$30-60,000  (none  of  which  was  mine)  and 
returned  to  school  for  graduate  work  in  Deaf 
Education  at  the  University  of  Northern  Colo- 
rado. I  am  here  in  Montana  student  teaching 
for  only  eleven  weeks. 

"Come  January  (and  the  ski  season)  I  will 
return  to  Colorado  with  a  projected  date  of 
completion  set  for  March  of  '75." 

Continued  on  Page  Six 
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Robert  E.  Sanchez 

Robert  E.  Sanchez  is  from  Alamosa,  Colo- 
rado. He  is  married  and  has  a  son  named 
Joaquin.  He  received  his  B.A.  in  Educable 
Mentally  Handicapped  from  Adams  State 
College  and  will  receive  his  M.A.  in  Deaf 
Education  from  the  University  of  Northern 
Colorado.  Favorite  hobbies  are  making  les- 
son plans  and  working  with  the  younger  boys 
in  the  dormitory. 


Susan  Klemencic 

Susan  Klemencic,  born  and  raised  in  Great 
Falls,  is  working  on  her  bachelor's  degree 
in  elementary  education  from  Western  Mon- 
tana College.  She  is  completing  her  final 
quarter  student  teaching  at  the  school  in  the 
primary  grades.  Upon  graduation  she  hopes 


to  further  her  education  by  going  on  to 
school  to  work  toward  degrees  in  deaf  and 
blind  education.  Working  at  the  school,  she 
said,  has  been  the  most  fantastic  education- 
al, learning  experience  she  has  thus  far  had 
in  working  with  children. 


John  Marinaccio 


John  Marinaccio  was  born  and  raised  in 
Tonawanda,  New  York.  After  graduating  from 
high  school,  John  attended  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  in  Buffalo. 

When  John  moved  to  Colorado,  he  lived 
and  worked  in  Durango  before  going  to  the 
University  of  Northern  Colorado  in  Greeley. 

John  is  now  completing  his  master's  de- 
gree in  the  Special  Education  of  the  Visually 
Impaired.  John  is  married  and  has  a  young 
son  named  Jonathan. 


Patricia  Reega 
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Patricia  Reega  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  She  attended  schools  in  West 
Allis  and  Waukesha,  Wis.,  before  going  to 
Colorado  State  University  in  Fort  Collins, 
Colo.  At  CSU  she  majored  in  history  and 
physical  education. 

Since  graduating  from  CSU,  she  has  lived 
in  Mexico,  Europe,  New  Orleans,  and  Boul- 
der, Colo.  She  is  now  in  Montana  (the  best 
place  of  all!). 

In  December  Pat  will  receive  a  master's 
degree  in  the  area  of  Special  Education  for 
the  Acoustically  Handicapped  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Northern  Colorado.  After  a  trip  to 
Peru  she  will  seek  a  teaching  position. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Merrill  Appears 
On  TV  Program  on  Deafness 

Dr.  Edward  C.  Merrill  Jr.,  president  of  Gal- 
laudet  College,  has  been  selected  by  Quota 
International,  a  service  organization  of  busi- 
ness and  professional  women,  to  appear  on 
a  special  TV  program,  "They  Grow  in  Sil- 
ence: An  Evening  on  Deafness"  presented 
by  KPLR-TV  Channel  11,  St.  Louis. 

The  three-hour  program  combined  a  film 
presentation  and  a  question  and  answer  pe- 
riod with  a  distinguished  panel  of  experts. 
Viewers  were  able  to  phone  in  their  ques- 
tions to  the  panel  program  on  which  Dr. 
Merrill  appeared  representing  Gallaudet  Col- 
lege, the  world's  only  accredited  liberal  arts 
college  for  deaf  students. 

Joining  Dr.  Merrill  on  the  panel  were  Mrs. 
Bill  Stransky,  parent  of  a  deaf  child;  Dr. 
George  Kurtzrock,  audiologist;  Ms.  Jean 
Comeforo,  a  teacher  of  deaf  children;  Dr. 
McCay  Vernon,  psychologist,  and  Paul  L. 
Taylor,  president  of  the  Missouri  Association 
of  the  Deaf. 

"They  Grow  in  Silence"  was  originally  pro- 
duced in  the  Baltimore-Washington  area  in 
1972  at  which  time  the  film  won  the  Commu- 
nity Service  Award,  the  highest  national  hon- 
or given  by  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broad- 
casting. The  award  cited  the  program  for  its 
"extreme  depth  of  coverage  of  the  topic" 
and  "its  ability  to  appeal  to  and  inform  peo- 
ple with  no  direct  personal  reason  for  watch- 
ing." 


Quotable  Quotes 

I  do  not  believe  you  can  do  today's  job  with 
yesterday's  methods  and  be  in  business 
tomorrow. — Nelson  Jackson 


Integrated  Education  for 
Deaf  College  Students 

By  RAY  L.  JONES,  Director  of  the  Center 
on  Deafness,  Calfiornia  State  University,  Northridge 
and  HARRY  J.  MURPHY,  Assistant  Director 

California  State  University  at  Northridge 
(CSUN),  located  in  suburban  Los  Angeles, 
offers  a  model  of  integrated,  postsecondary 
education  for  deaf  college  students.  Through 
the  use  of  such  support  services  as  interpret- 
ing, notetaking,  and  tutors,  deaf  college  stu- 
dents compete  with  25,000  hearing  peers  in 
as  urban,  liberal  arts  university  setting. 

The  key  to  the  program  is  interpreting. 
Forty  part-time  interpreters,  half  of  whom  are 
hearing  children  of  deaf  parents,  translate 
college  lectures  into  "the  language  of  signs," 
or  sign  language,  as  it  is  most  commonly 
called.  Fellow  students  further  support  the 
deaf  student  by  slipping  a  piece  of  carbon 
paper  under  their  notes  and  giving  the  extra 
copy  to  the  deaf  person  at  the  end  of  class. 

Professors  and  hearing  students  alike  soon 
get  used  to  the  "extra  student"  who  sits  in 
front  of  the  deaf  student,  off  to  one  side  of 
the  room,  giving  an  added  dimension  to  a 
lecture  by  representing  it  in  a  graphic,  phys- 
ical, and  beautiful  form. 

The  interpreter  gives  visibility  to  deafness, 
an  otherwise  "invisible"  handicap.  We  come 
to  know  the  problems  of  blindness  because 
of  the  visible  symbols  —  white  canes  and 
dogs.  So  it  is  with  deafness  that  the  inter- 
preter calls  attention  to  the  handicap  at  the 
same  time  the  method  is  used  to  overcome 
iL 

In  10  years  of  this  special  service,  CSUN 
has  awarded  a  score  of  bachelor's  degrees 
and  an  even  100  master's  degrees  to  deaf 
students.  Today,  approximately  120  deaf 
studests  (60  undergraduate,  60  graduate) 
from  across  the  nation  pursue  their  education 
in  the  mainstream  of  college  life  at  North- 
ridge. 

These  benefits  accrue  to  the  deaf  stu- 
dent: Western  residents  have  access  to  a 
program  nearer  their  home;  at  CSUN  there 
is  a  diversity  of  curriculum  and  academic 
majors,  literally  from  A  to  Z  (anthropology  to 
zoology);  deaf  students  have  daily  contact 
with  the  non-handicapped,  and  they  corn- 
Continued  on  Page  Eight 
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pete  academically,  earn  the  same  degree, 
and  form  lifelong  friendships  with  nonhandi- 
capped  persons. 

Often  overlooked,  however,  are  the  bene- 
fits which  accrue  to  the  nonhandicapped  as 
a  result  of  their  daily  contact  with  deaf  col- 
lege students. 

In  the  past,  society  has  placed  the  respon- 
sibility for  adjustment  on  the  handicapped 
individual,  a  deaf  person  was  taught  to  com- 
municate like  a  hearing  person  by  speech- 
reading  and  by  using  speech.  Too  few  deaf 
persons  acquired  these  skills,  and  too  few 
were  integrated. 

What  has  not  been  probed  is  the  willing- 
ness of  hearing  persons  to  adjust.  In  the 
case  of  the  deaf,  sign  language  was  thought 
to  inhibit  integration  because  of  its  singular 
nature.  Ironically,  sign  language  is  the  great 
facilitator  of  integration  on  the  CSUN  camp- 
us. Many  hearing  students  are  quite  willing 
to  learn  it.  Classes  in  sign  language  and 
interpreting  are  offered  for  credit  and  are 
so  popular  that  we  find  more  hearing  per- 
sons enrolled  in  sign  language  classes  (175) 
than  there  are  deaf  persons  needing  inter- 
preters (120). 

A  nonhandicapped  person  studying  along- 
side a  handicapped  person  forms  a  percep- 
tion of  him  that  removes  the  cloak  of 
ignorance  about  handicapped  persons.  He 
comes  to  realize  their  special  talents  and 
limitations.  He  comes  to  expect  and  accept 
an  integrated  occupational  situation  follow- 
ing the  college  years.  It  would  appear  that 
the  historic  pattern  of  "putting  the  handi- 
capped away"  has  denied  nonhandicapped 
persons  a  significant  learning  experience. 

The  climate  at  CSUN  has  led  to  the  nat- 
ural conclusion  that  there  should  be  faculty 
members  who  are  handicapped  working 
alongside  those  who  are  nonhandicapped, 
and  today  deaf  instructors  teach  in  the  de- 
partments of  geology,  special  education,  and 
drama. 

In  their  classes  are  students  who  can  hear, 
some  who  cannot,  and  some  who  are  handi- 
capped in  other  ways.  This  makes  sense  to 
us. 


Quofable  Quofes 

You  should  have  education  enough  so  that 
you  won't  have  to  look  up  to  people;  and  then 
more  education  so  that  you  will  be  wise 
enough  not  to  look  down  on  people. — M.  L. 
Boren 


/  Hear  Your  Hand 

By  Mary  J.  Rhodes  and  T.  Daniel  Robbins 

Hey  there  friend,  you've  got  a  hand 

Help  me  see  what  you  say  to  me 

Don't  hide  your  hand. 

My  ears  are  closed,  I  cannot  hear. 

But  we  can  share  the  world,  don't  fear 

Just  lend  a  hand. 

Lend  a  hand  and  I  can  show  you 

How  to  sing  words  in  the  air. 

You  can  share  my  world  of  silence, 

God  gave  us  a  dream  to  share. 

I'm  reaching  out  to  you 

There's  so  much  we  can  do. 

Before  you  knew,  I  walked  with  you; 

Until  today  you  turned  away 

See  what  I  say. 

The  world  that  you  are  hearing  now 

Is  the  same  world  that  I  see 

Reach  out  your  hand,  I  hear  your  hand. 

Lend  a  hand  and  I  can  show  you 

How  to  sing  words  in  the  air. 

You  can  share  my  world  of  silence, 

God  gave  us  a  dream  to  share. 

I'm  reaching  out  to  you 

There's  so  much  we  can  do. 

They  call  me  deaf,  but  I  can  see 

Birds  singing,  and  breezes  in  the  trees. 

And  children  laugh. 

My  world  is  lonely  without  you; 

Just  look  at  me  and  smile 

And  clasp  my  hand  in  yours. 

Give  me  your  hand  and  learn  my  language. 

You  can  speak  signs  in  the  air. 

We  can  reach  for  the  stars  above  us. 

I've  so  much  I  want  to  share. 

I'll  share  my  life  with  you; 

God  can  make  dreams  come  true. 


Rainbow  Garden  Club  are  assisted  by  retired 
business  manager  John  Warner  in  their  project 
to  plant  in  the  flower  boxes  on  north  side  of 
our  school.  Left  to  right  are  Mrs.  Ray  Brennan, 
John  Warner,  Mrs.  Carroll  Blend,  Mrs.  Murdo 
Campbell  and  Mrs.  John  Hagen,  president  of 
Rainbow  Garden  Club. 
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Classroom  Chatter 


o  from  the  Department  for  the  Blind  fl 
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Scott  Wheat  was  a  bit  late  getting  back  to 
school  this  fall,  as  he  had  fallen  from  a 
horse  and  was  bruised  up  a  bit.  We  are 
happy  Scott  is  now  with  us. 

Kim  Hrubes  has  moved  to  Spokane.  We 
miss  Kim. 

John  Marinaccio  is  doing  his  student 
teaching  in  our  classroom.  We  do  enjoy  hav- 
ing John  with  us. 

Brian  Pfleger  is  one  of  the  lucky  fellows  to 
have  a  foster  grandfather,  John  Keller,  to 
share  some  time  with. 

Mrs.  Stafne's  class,  accompanied  by  John 
Marinaccio,  took  a  field  trip  to  the  Russell 
museum  and  studio.  We  did  enjoy  this. 

In  Social  Studies  we  are  studying  forests 
and  logging.  We  had  a  movie  on  lumber  and 
will  visit  the  lumber  yard  to  find  out  more 
about  it. 

Brian  Tocher  and  Robin  Darcy  are  our  vet- 
erans from  last  year.  Three-year-old  Carrie 
Rieker  is  our  new  pupil.  She  adjusts  beauti- 
fully to  school  and  we  are  so  glad  to  have 
her  aboard. 

Mrs.  Darcy  volunteered  to  help  with  the 
children  three  days  a  week.  We  took  them  to 
Gibson  Park  where  we  let  them  swing  and 
also  feed  the  ducks  and  swans.  It's  not 
known  who  ate  the  most  popcorn — ducks  or 
children.  The  ducks  got  the  dry  bread  though. 
The  children  enjoyed  listening  to  the 
splashes  and  quacks.  Brian  and  Robin 
"looked  over"  the  band  shell  and  seats. 

We  visited  the  yard  over  by  the  dorm, 
looking  for  leaves,  stones  and  whatever  we 
could  find.  We  even  picked  up  some  litter- 
bug's  paper  and  sacks  to  put  in  the  trash 
barrel.  We  found  horses,  swings,  merry-go- 
round,  jungle  gym,  a  tractor  tire  to  crawl  into, 
a  big  tree  trunk  to  climb  on  and  trees  and 
mushrooms  to  feel.  We  picked  up  pine  cones, 
leaves  and  little  stones  to  make  turtles  from. 
We  felt  needles  on  evergreen  trees. 

In  Physical  Education  the  children  are 
bear-walking,  turning  somersaults,  and 
crawling  like  worms. 


They  really  enjoy  music  and  listen  to  the 
Echo  Song  and  Skip  to  My  Loo.  They  learn 
to  march  softly  to  some  music  and  tramp  to 
louder  music.  They  played  the  drum  and  lis- 
tened to  the  piano.  Some  of  them  are  good 
singers  already.  They  love  to  listen  to  rec- 
ords in  the  classroom  while  they  do  puzzles. 


Sen.  Javits,  A.  F.  Handel 
Receive  1974  Migel  Medal 

The  Migel  Medal,  presented  annually  for 
outstanding  service  in  work  for  the  blind,  is 
being  awarded  this  year  to  Senator  Jacob 
K.  Javits  of  New  York  and  Alexander  Handel, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Accredita- 
tion Council  for  Agencies  Serving  the  Blind 
and  Visually  Handicapped. 

The  medal,  established  in  1937  to  honor 
the  late  M.  C.  Migel,  first  president  of  the 
foundation,  is  designed  to  recognize  profes- 
sionally employed  practitioners  in  education, 
rehabilitation  and  social  welfare  concerned 
with  blind  persons  and  lay  persons  who  have 
voluntarily  dedicated  themselves  to  advanc- 
ing services  for  blind  persons. 

Senator  Javits  has  always  been  a  vigorous 
proponent  of  governmental  programs  which 
have  helped  handicapped  persons  to  con- 
tribute their  share  to  society,  M.  Robert 
Barnett,  executive  director  of  the  founda- 
tion, noted  in  making  the  announcement. 

His  many  accomplishments  in  the  area  of 
rehabilitation  legislation  have  included  bills 
to  improve  disability  insurance  cash  bene- 
fits for  blind  persons;  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973,  which  encourages  hiring  the  handi- 
capped in  federally  funded  programs;  and 
the  recently  passed  Javits-Wagner-O'Day 
Act  which  provides  for  preferential  purchase 
by  the  federal  government  at  a  fair  market 
price  of  products  and  services  provided  by 
workshops  for  the  blind  and  workshops  for 
other  severely  handicapped  persons. 

Mr.  Handel  is  receiving  the  award  because 
of  his  major  role  in  the  establishment  of  the 
National  Accreditation  Council  for  Agencies 
Serving  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped 
(NAC),  of  which  he  has  been  executive  di- 
rector since  its  founding  in  1967.  Previously, 
he  was  executive  director  of  the  Council's 
predecessor  organization,  the  Commission 

Continued  on  Page  Ten 
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on  Standards  and  Accreditation  for  Services 
for  the  Blind  (COMSTAC),  from  1964  through 
1966. 

NAC  was  formed  to  implement  the  COM- 
STAC standards  and  to  develop  further 
guidelines.  It  administers  a  program  by 
which,  through  self-study  and  evaluation 
procedures,  agencies  qualify  for  accredita- 
tion. 

Gallaudet  College  Develops 
TV  Short  Topics 

Gallaudet  College  Public  Service  Pro- 
grams has  developed  six  television  spot  an- 
nouncements which  introduce  various  as- 
pects of  deafness  and  demonstrate  the 
humanity  and  many  talents  and  skills  of  deaf 
people.  These  spot  announcements  were 
developed  also  to  foster  a  better  understand- 
ing of  deafness. 

"We  think  that  repeated  use  of  this  series 
of  spots  will  enlighten  the  public  and  be  a 
service  to  deaf  people  everywhere.  We  need 
the  help  of  all  parents,  instructors  of  deaf, 
and  the  deaf  adults,"  said  Albert  T.  Pimentel, 
director  of  the  Public  Service  Programs. 

Each  indivilual  is  encouraged  to  write  to 
the  station  to  urge  maximum  use  of  these 
announcements.  A.  T.  Pimentel  feels  that 
with  the  support  of  the  above-mentioned  in- 
dividuals, producers  would  be  convinced  of 
the  effectiveness  of  the  spots. 

Below  are  summaries  of  the  spots. 

SPOT  ONE— 30  Seconds 

Two  men  are  waiting  to  be  served  at 
a  lunch  counter.  One  man,  obviously  in 
a  hurry,  becomes  irritated  when  the  sec- 
ond man  does  not  respond  to  his  request 
for  salt.  Reaching  over  to  get  the  salt 
himself,  he  sees  that  the  man  is  reading 
a  magazine  called  "The  Deaf  American" 
and  that  he  is  wearing  a  hearing  aid. 

SPOT  TWO— 30  seconds 

A  young  girl  meets  her  father  who  is 
returning  from  a  day  of  fishing.  The  fa- 
ther, simultaneously  speaking  and  sign- 
ing, explains  that  he  has  caught  no  fish. 
He  gives  his  daughter  a  bouquet  of  wild 
flowers.  The  narration  is  in  the  girl's 
voice:  "My  father  works  hard.  He  knows 
how  to  enjoy  life,  too.  He  talks  to  us  with 
his  hands  because  he's  deaf.  I  think  he's 
the  best  father  in  the  whole  world." 


SPOT  THREE— 10  seconds 

A  brief  segment  of  a  modern  dance 
interpretation  is  accompanied  by  this 
narration:  "Notice  anything  unusual? 
Probably  not.  Deaf  people  can  do  any- 
thing— except  hear." 

SPOT  FOUR— 60  seconds 

A  mother,  suspecting  that  her  baby 
has  a  hearing  loss,  uses  some  household 
objects  to  check  the  baby's  response  to 
sounds. 

SPOT  FIVE— 30  seconds 

A  group  of  deaf  people  dining  in  a 
restaurant  attract  the  curiosity  of  other 
diners.  The  narrator  explains  that  this  is 
the  language  of  signs. 
SPOT  SIX— 30  seconds 

Two  computer  programmers,  stumped 
by  a  problem,  ask  the  deaf  computer 
programmer  in  their  office  for  help. 


Awards  Day  Sees 
Many  Recipients 

During  1974  Awards  Day  there  were  many 
recipients  among  our  students  for  the 
awards.  Listed  below  are  the  categories  of 
awards  in  capital  letters  and  the  person 
making  presentations  in  brackets. 

HEISEY  AWARD:  (Mr.  McDowell)— Brenda 
LeMieux. 

CIVITAN  CITIZENSHIP:  (Mr.  Bill  O'Grady) 
— Brenda  LeMieux  and  Scott  Wheat 

D.A.R.  GOOD  CITIZENSHIP:  (Mrs.  Garn- 
er) —  Brad  Davis  and  Tom  Masterson. 

D.A.R.  HISTORY:  (Mrs.  Garner)  —  Darcie 
LeMieux  and  Laurie  Whitaker. 

AMERICAN  LEGION:  (Mr.  Harold  Hoff- 
man) —  Ki  Weingart  and  Howard  Hammel. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY:  (Mrs. 
Frank  Willett)  — Tracy  Masterson  and  Donna 
Christenson. 

NATIONAL  FRATERNAL  SOCIETY  OF 
DEAF:  (John  Pearson)  —  Mike  Huber  and 
Semelee  Forrest. 

ORVIE  STOVER  ROYAL  NEIGHBORS 
AWARD:  (Mrs.  Reetia  L.  Brown,  state  presi- 
dent) —  Mike  Bunjer  and  Suzette  Scott. 

ZALE'S  IMPROVEMENT  AWARD:  (Mr. 
Deming)  —  Matthew  Meskimen. 

ODD  FELLOWS  ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD: 
(Mr.  Yeagley)  —  Laurie  Mullins. 

WOODMEN  OF  THE  WORLD  ACHIEVE- 
MENT AWARD:  (Mr.  Yeagley)  —  Tracy  Mas- 
terson. 

MUSIC  AWARDS:  (Miss  Sharon  Weaver) 
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— Cindy  Kisler,  Superior  rating  on  piano. 

BRAILLE  AWARDS:  (Ron  Darcy)  —  Ki 
Weingart. 

Mrs.  Madalaine  Gemar,  assistant  director 
of  household  services,  made  a  special  occa- 
sion out  of  this  annual  event.  She  presented 
Mrs.  Shanahan  a  farewell  gift.  Mrs.  Shanahan 
retired  from  her  position  as  small  girls'  house- 
mother. 


ODD  FELLOWS  ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD 
MR.  YEAGLEY-LAURIE  MULLINS 


NATIONAL  FRATERNAL  SOCIETY  OF  DEAF 
JOHN  PEARSON,  SEMELEE  FORREST, 
MIKE  HUBER 


CIVITAN  CITIZENSHIP 


BILL  O'GRADY-BRENDA  LeMIEUX 


OUR  GRADUATES-Dick  Stokes  ond  Rita  Lux 
were  the  1974  graduates  of  the  Montana  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind.  Both  Rita  and  Dick 
received  Vocational  Education  diplomas.  Rita  is 
presently  attending  Seattle  Community  College, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Dick  is  employed  full  time 
at  World  Wide  Press  in  Great  Falls.  Good  luck, 
Dick  and  Rita. 
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Field  Day — 


Yiiin 


R-e-a-d-y? 


The  Champ 


High  Flyer! 


Thomas  L.  Judge,  Goyernor 


Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 

Great  Falls,  Montana 

STATE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS  (Elected) 

Dolores  Colburg,  SupeTintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

APPOINTED  MEMBERS 

Richard  C.  Bennett,  Great  Falls  Harriett  Meloy,  Helena 

Earl  J.  Barlow,  Browning  Fred  H.  Mielke,  Harre 

Bruce  M.  Brown,  Miles  City  Carolyn  Frojen,  Missoula 

Marjorie  King,  Winnett 

LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Murphy 

ADMINISTRATION 

Floyd  J.  McDowell,  M.A.,  Superintendent 
Edward  Walters,  Business  Manager 
Vivienne  Kimball,  Clerk 

ACADEMIC  SCHOOL 

Robert  J.  Deming,  M.S.,  Principal 
Ron  Darcy,  M.S.,  Supervising  Teacher,  Department  of  Visually  Impaired 
Lucille  Krajacich,  M.A.,  Supervising  Teacher,  Primary-Intermediate  Departments  of  Hearing  Impaired 
Gary  Ruder,  M.S.,  Supervisor  of  Vocational  Education  and  Advanced  Department  of  Hearing  Impaired 


William  J.  Fitzgerald 


Francis  J.  Raucci 


Winifred   Wells,  Accountant 


Elizabeth  Caldwell,  Secretary 


Gail  Bcchard,  B.S. 
Karen  Garland,  B.S. 
Barbara  Gillis,  M.S. 
Richard  Gebo,  M.S. 
Joan  Hartman,  B.S. 


Flo  Ellen  Hippe,  B.S. 
Sylvia  Laffoon,  B.S. 
Robert  LeMieux,  B.S. 
Florence  McCoIlom,  B.S. 
Sandra  McGennis,  M.S. 


Gary  McManus,  B.A. 
June  Meier,  B.S. 
Marcia  Miller,  B.A. 
Richard  Mullins 
Gina  Rogers,  B.S. 


Mildred   Stafne,  M.A. 
Betty  VanTighem,  B.S. 
Mildred    Vasichek,  M.A. 
Sharon  Weaver,  B.S. 
Kay  Walters,  B.S. 
Mary  Woerner,  B.S. 


Carolyn  Caldwell,  B.A. 
Lois  Fairman 
George  Studencki,  Braillist 
Fred  Bischoff,  M.A.,  Missoula 


Sheri    Skovgaard,  B.A. 
Colleen  Theisen 


DEAF-BLIND  PROGRAM 
June  Miller,  Director 
Dan  Gregier,  M.S.  Maura  McDowell 

INTERPRETERS 
Roxanne    Dillman       Stephanie   Lennon         Shauna  Stevens 
TEACHING  ASSISTANTS:  Alice  Guilbert,  Pam  Holden,  Diana  Fauth 

Pam  Draper,  Clerk  Beverly  LeMieux,  Material  Handler 

ITINERANT  TEACHING  STAFF 

Charles  Wright,  M.A.,  Billings  Dennis  Slonaker,  B.A.,  Glendive 

CHILD  CARE  and  GUIDANCE 

John  Pearson,  M.S.,  Director 
J.  W.  Brinklcy,  M.D.,  Great  Falls  Clinic        Madalaine  Gemar,  R.N.,  Assistant  Director 
HOUSEPARENTS:  Ernest  Bateman;  Gordon  Chibroski,  B.A.;   Sheri   Eckhardt,  B.S.;   John  Gihring,  B.S.; 
Mary  Louise  Meiers,  B.A.;  Susan  Reavley,  B.S. 

CHILD-CARE  WORKERS:  Susan  Culliton;  Helen  Hartman;     Walter  Herbold;  Colleen  Hueth,  B.S.;  Cindy 
Leach;  Maeona  Lee,  B.S.;  Pat  Reega,  B.S.;  Terri  Baker. 

COUNSELORS:  Charles  W.  Davis,  M.Ed.;  Mike  Theisen,  B.S.;  Diana  Wyatt,  M.Ed.;  Darwin  Younggren, 
B.S. 

FOOD  SERVICE:  Shirley  Davis,  Cook:  Veronica  Sekora,    Cook:    Helen   Stryjewski,   Dining   Room;  Debra 
Halverson,  Dining  Room;  LeeAnn  LaPierre,  Dining  Room. 

HEALTH  CARE:  Rose  Horton,  Agnes  Letcher 

CLOTHING  CARE:  Rita  Herbold 

NIGHT  WATCHMEN:  George  Curtiss,  George  Kincaid 

MAINTENANCE  STAFF 

Vernon  Hippe,  Plant  Supervisor 


